Research that questions predetermined beliefs about rural people and communities, and seeks to understand anew the dynamic cultures of rural places-which we
growing number of authored books, edited collections and special journal issues (including an issue of this very journal, in 2010) on the concerns of rural cultural studies. 1 The two books reviewed here contribute to this corpus of work; Garbutt's
The Locals more directly and Brown and Schaft's Rural People and Communities in the Twenty-first Century arguably more laterally, but nevertheless with useful insights into the connections between rurality, place, identity and community. These two books have quite different origins, forms, aims, audiences and contexts, but are connected through their critical interrogation of 'the rural' and what rurality means in everyday life, particularly with regard to complex senses of place, identity and culture. Moreover, from a cultural geographical perspective, both make a distinct and allied contribution to scholarship in rural cultural studies by discussing the particular nuances of rural lives and communities in settler--societies: in Brown and Schaft's case, the United States; in Garbutt's, Australia. Together, they help us to understand the particular exigencies of 'settler rurality', including the impact on Indigenous peoples and cultures. In this review, I first discuss Brown and Schaft, which is arguably a broader treatise in terms of thematic content, and then turn to Garbutt's powerfully reflective take on rurality and 'localism'.
-SETTLER RURALITY IN THE UNITED STATES

Brown and Schaft's Rural People and Communities in the Twenty-first Century:
Resilience and Transformation is located in the discipline of sociology, and focuses specifically on the context of the United States, while also considering the implications of international connections for that country's rural areas. It is primarily a textbook for university students and policymakers, but this certainly does not diminish its usefulness to researchers and other interested readers. Brown and Schaft write well, with an excellent balance of theoretical discussion and empirical examples (albeit US--centric case studies). As a sociology text, Rural People and Communities in the Twenty-first Century concentrates on social structures, particularly questions of production and the economy, socioeconomic effects, class divisions, income differentials and rural poverty. Accordingly, the text interweaves cultural practices-or 'ways of life'-with structural bases, with specific reference to rural regions in the United States. Within and through these sociological overtones, the linking of everyday rural life to structural imperatives should be of interest to cultural researchers. Brown and Shaft bring analytical attention to the cultural outcomes of social and economic structures, including both constraints on, and the restive dynamism of, rural 'ways of life'. What this book does within its sociological remit, it generally does well.
The eleven chapters are divided into five sections. The first, 'Thinking about rural places in a metropolitan society', comprises two chapters which outline the context for understanding rural lives, livelihoods and communities in the twenty--first century. This context is at once political, social and conceptual: Brown and Schaft discuss 'the rural' in relation to ongoing urbanisation nationally (in the United States) and globally, provocatively asking, 'If the world is so highly urbanized, why should we care about rural people and communities, particularly in metropolitan societies such as the United States?' (3) The answer, established by the end of Chapter One, and developed throughout the book, is multi--layered. On the one hand, rural areas vitally contribute to national social and economic wellbeing, encompassing most of the land, water and mineral resources in developed countries, and underpinning food and energy security (this is as true of Australia as the United States). On the other hand, we should be concerned for the sake of rural populations, since 'where one lives affects one's life chances as well as one's personal identity'.
(13) This first section also surveys ways of defining 'the rural'. While acknowledging that this is an inevitably relational imaginary and experience vis--à--vis 'the urban', Brown and Shaft move away from conceiving of 'the rural' as a residual category of 'the urban'. They do this by layering demographic, locational, economic, institutional and socio--cultural dimensions to understand rurality-and by extension urban/rural relations-as multiple and ever--changing.
Part 2 examines 'Rural communities, institutions, and environments', with one chapter for each of these domains. Chapter Three covers 'rural communities' and provides an exceptionally lucid discussion of competing theories of rural social change, including concepts of 'social networks', 'social capital' and 'social exclusion', and the boundaries, borders and stratification of 'community power'. Brown and Shaft clearly explain the similarities and differences between the approaches, where they diverge, intersect and/or complement. This chapter is an excellent resource for researchers as well as students. Chapter Four, on 'rural institutions', turns to governance in a federal structure, encompassing school and health systems alongside local government, and broaching questions of decentralisation and privatisation. While the focus is the United States, the discussion is relevant to Australia's and Canada's federal systems, too. Chapter Five, on 'rural environments', is one of the most interesting-and certainly one of most timely-discussions in the volume. Here, Brown and Schaft explore the diverse roles of natural resources in rural development and underdevelopment, historically and today, covering:
farming; amenity and tourism; resource extraction and mining booms; traditional (such as coal and timber) and green (such as wind and biofuels) energy extraction; and the problems raised by these competing demands, including narrow economic bases, casual labour markets, pollution and NIMBY/BANANA politics. This is a comprehensive book on rural lives and livelihoods in the US, but there are some gaps. There is a notable lack of depth on gender and sexuality in rural areas; these are growing topics in rural cultural studies. 3 'Homosexuality' is included once, in a list about 'racial' cleansing under Nazism on page 123, while discussion of gender is restricted to women (there is no mention of masculinities) and is then further limited to socioeconomic issues like labour force participation (155-6), poverty differentials and the dual burden of farmers' wives who increasingly work off--farm to sustain 'farm income' while still doing domestic work. 
